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Importance of Creative Teaching
Researchers have frequently written about how American teachers have not made student creativity a priority in their instructional plans and goals. In fact, studies such as Parkhurst (1999) , Grigorenko & Sternberg (1997) A popular theme in the media has been that K-12 teachers either focus on test preparation or having creative activities. This is a false dichotomy and paints a rather bleak educational picture. Teachers can meet knowledge objectives for tests and foster novel approaches to covering the subject matter. Teachers do not need to feel they are "…doomed to an instructional prison sentence (Wilheim, 2008, p. 33) ."
Teaching creatively is vital to the learning process. Creative teaching reflects teachers who are able to use "…imaginative approaches to make learning more interesting, engaging, exciting and effective (Morris, 2006, p. 4) ." The second aspect of creative teaching involves implementing instructional strategies for students to help them identify their creative abilities and help them develop the confidence to express novel ideas in order to produce original work. Creative teaching represents a vital part of good teaching including "…all the characteristics of good teaching---including high motivation, high expectations, the ability to communicate and listen and the ability to interest, engage and inspire (Morris, 2006, p.5) .
Historical Background
Defining the term creativity can be quite elusive because writers do not want to diminish the positive connotations that are often associated with the word. Kaufman and Sternberg (2007, p. 55 ) defined creativity with having three elements "first, those ideas must represent something different, new, or innovative. Second, they need to be of high quality. Third, creative ideas must also be ARTICLES appropriate to the task at hand. Thus, a creative response to a problem is a new, good, and relevant." A contemporary definition of creativity stresses the ability to produce novel (original/unexpected) work. This understanding will establish boundaries for originality and helps individuals identify whether a product or idea is creative (Beghetto, 2010) .
The history of creativity involves briefly reviewing several major developments during the past sixty years.
Reviewing creativity definitions reveals how the term contains intriguing qualities that are sometimes difficult to explain in a concise manner. Researchers began by using various social-personality and social-cognitive approaches that had three primary sources of creativity: had an exceptional work ethic (Howe, 1999) .
Creative Teaching
Research into creative teacher characteristics is limited by a lack of information but does offer useful insights.
Sawyer (2004) stresses the ability to improvise and uses the metaphor of teaching as an artistic performance. The teacher is able to balance classroom structure with giving students the freedom to explore ideas through projects and exercises. The emphasis is helping students engage in creating knowledge and learning new problem solving skills. As teachers acquire more teaching experience, they are able to improvise more often and develop activities that stimulate thinking and self-directed learning within the daily routines. The teacher must be confident and possess subject expertise to improvise because making quick changes to lesson plans requires being comfortable with the risks associated with experimenting.
Creative teachers are willing to experience a degree of uncertainty because some of their ideas might not work and this is viewed as a learning experience for both the teacher and student (Morris, 2006 ). This is a major difference from the common classroom where teachers are not inclined to depart from their daily routines. The model promotes recognizing different types of creativity and supports the principle that every student can be creative. Also, creativity can be shown to arise from people with a diversity of backgrounds and personality characteristics. This helps alleviate the tendency to dwell mainly on well known individuals (e.g. Einstein) and miss the importance of recognizing everyday originality.
The author has drawn upon Amabile (1998) and Halpern's (1996) research studies that educators can use to foster creative thinking skills and intrinsic motivation for learning:
Challenge -creating learning activities that stretch the student but do not overwhelm them. Help students learn how to ask relevant questions and enhance their ability to identify problems.
Freedom -plan some unstructured activities to give students the opportunity to explore and discover different ways to try to complete the tasks. This will foster selfdirected learning and if students experience some frustrations with their work, it will teach the value of persistence.
Resources -have access to online libraries and Money is a creativity motivator: People are most creative when they care about their work and they're stretching their skills.
Time pressure fuels creativity: Time pressure stifles creativity because people can't deeply engage with the problem.
Fear forces breakthroughs:
The researchers found that creativity is positively associated with joy and love and negatively with anger, fear, and anxiety. 
A streamlined organization is a creative organization:
Creativity suffers greatly during downsizing. Every single one of the stimulants to creativity in the work environment went down significantly.
The six creativity myths can be a reference point for class discussions. For example, students could be challenged to reflect on how artists and musicians were able to handle discouraging times before experiencing positive results. Also, the dialog could explore how creativity can be translated into economic security. Those who have developed superb problem solving skills have become indispensable due to their ability to produce innovative business solutions (Godin, 2009 Blogs can promote critical and analytical thinking.
Blogging can be a powerful promoter of creative, intuitive, and associational thinking.
Blogs promote analogical thinking.
Blogging is a powerful medium for increasing access and exposure to quality information.
Blogging combines the best of solitary reflection and social interaction. School administrators can foster creativity expectations by recognizing and rewarding teachers and students.
Making creativity a higher priority will require having school leaders who value innovative teaching strategies and are willing to experiment with professional growth ideas such as learning communities. Teachers can be role models who demonstrate how improvising can turn routine activities into moments that capture the student's imagination and foster original thinking. Creative teaching offers a practical way to affirm curriculum standards while effectively preparing students for their future endeavors.
"If the next generation is to face the future with zest and self-confidence, we must educate them to be original as well as competent" Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi.
